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1. THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS WERE PREPARED FOR 
POSSIBLE USE AT TODAY'S NOONTIME PRESS BRIEFING. 

2. Q. THERE ARE REPORTS IN THE PANAMA PRESS THAT THE NEGO- 
TIATORS HAVE REACHED AGREEMENT ON TURNING OVER THE PANAMA 
CANAL AND ALL ITS INSTALLATIONS TO PANAMA BY 1995. CAN YOU 
COMMENT? A. NO, I CANNOT. WE ARE STILL IN THE PROCESS OF 
NEGOTIATIONS, AND OUR POLICY IS NOT TO COMMENT ON DETAILS 
UNTIL THE NEGOTIATIONS ARE CONCLUDED. 

3. Q. WHAT IS THE STATUS OF NEGOTIATIONS AT THIS TIME? 

A. AMBASSADOR BUNKER MADE A STATEMENT ON THIS SEVERAL DAYS 
AGO. IN ESSENCE, HE SAID, THAT WHILE THERE HAS BEEN 
PROGRESS IN TERMS OF NARROWING DIFFERENCES, THE TWO NEGO- 
TIATING TEAMS ARE FAR FROM BEING IN THE NINTH INNING. BUT 
PLEASE REALIZE THAT I CANNOT COMMENT ON THE NATURE OF ANY 
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TENTATIVE AGREEMENTS THE NEGOTIATING TEAMS MAY HAVE REACHED. 
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4. Q. WHAT COMMENT DO YOU HAVE ON THE STRUGGLE GOING ON IN 
PANAMA BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT AND MEMBERS OE THE PRIVATE 
SECTOR WHO WERE EXILED IN ECUADOR? A. OUR POLICY IS TO DEAL 
WITH GOVERNMENTS AS WE FIND THEM, AND NOT TO GET INVOLVED IN 
THEIR INTERNAL AFEAIRS. THE SITUATION YOU ARE 
REFERRING TO IS AN INTERNAL MATTER AND ONE ON WHICH WE 
DO NOT COMMENT. HOWEVER, GIVEN THE MAJOR NEGOTIATIONS 
NOW UNDER WAY BETWEEN PANAMA AND THE UNITED STATES, WE 
ARE OE COURSE WATCHING DEVELOPMENTS IN PANAMA CAREEULLY. 
KISSINGER 
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